
Information for Nursery 

Families at  

Beddington Infants’ School 



About the School

Early Years Foundation Stage 
Nursery    – 10 full-time places and 
32 part-time places
Reception – 90 children 

Key Stage 1
Year 1       – 90 children
Year 2       – 90 children

The Vision of Beddington Infants’ School



Bear Cubs  

Morning Session

Lion Cubs 

Afternoon Session

Fox Cubs 
All Day Session

Nursery Classes 



Bear Cubs  

8:45 - 11:35 -11:45am

Lion Cubs 

12:30 - 3:15 -3:30pm

Fox Cubs 

8.45 - 3:15 -3:30pm

Nursery Timings 
Once COVID-19 

restrictions have 

been removed 

you are welcome 

to come and 

share the last ten 

minutes of the 

session with your 

child. Please 

make sure your 

child is collected 

on time at the 

end of the 

session.



Mrs Ludlam

Nursery

Nurse

Staff in the Nursery  

Mrs Towner

Teacher

Mrs Willmot

Nursery

Nurse



Other Staff in School  

Headteacher
Miss Liz Kearney

Deputy Headteacher
Miss Nicola Smith

Caretaker
Mr Derek Forbes

Admissions Officer
Mrs Sinead Allen

Assistant Head, leading 
Inclusion 

Mrs Kelly Reid



“Tell me and I forget.

Teach me and I remember.

Involve me and I learn.”

-Benjamin Franklin  



Early Years Foundation Stage 
(EYFS) Framework 

• This is the statutory framework to plan for 
children from birth to 5. The framework is 
available at https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/early-years-foundation-stage-framework--2.

• It outlines standards for learning, development 
& care.

• Quality experiences for every child.
• Four EYFS Themes underpin classroom provision.



The 4 EYFS Themes:

1. A Unique Child
Every child is a unique child, who is constantly 
learning and can be resilient, capable, 
confident and self-assured.

2. Positive Relationships
Children learn to be strong and independent
through positive relationships.



3. Enabling Environments
Children learn and develop well in enabling
environments, in which their experiences
respond to their individual needs and there is
a strong partnership between practitioners
and parents and/or carers.

4. Learning and Development
Children develop and learn in different 
ways and at different rates.

All areas of learning and development are 
equally important.



The EYFS Curriculum
‘Development Matters’

The Prime Areas of Learning

Personal, Social & 
Emotional Development

Communication & 
Language

Physical Development

Specific Areas of Learning

Literacy Maths
Understanding 

the World
Expressive Arts 

& Design

Learning, inside and outside, will be planned using these 

areas as defined in the Early Years Curriculum for schools in 

England.



Characteristics of Effective Learning
The three characteristics of effective teaching and learning are:

Playing and exploring-children investigate and experience things, and ‘have 
a go’.

Active learning- children concentrate and keep on trying if they encounter 
difficulties, and enjoy achievements.

Creating and thinking critically- children have and develop their ideas, 
make links between ideas, and develop strategies for doing things. 

Emphasis is placed on ‘how’ children learn as 

this underpins learning and development 

across all areas of the curriculum and 

supports the child to become a happy, 

effective and motivated learner.



Learning in the Outdoor Environment

Learning outside is a very important aspect of ever child’s experience. We are 

very lucky with out outside environment across the school.

We learn outside in all weathers except high wind and if it is very slippery.

Children are given All Weather Suits to wear over their coats so they will always 

be warm and dry. This helps them to develop positive attitudes to rain and wind.



The focus is on children learning through play. There are opportunities for:
• Adult-led learning e.g. whole class teaching, group learning.
• Adult-supported learning. This is either planned in advance or provided on an 

individual or group basis.
• Child initiated learning. 

Learning takes place both indoors and outdoors. 
On-going observations and assessments
by teaching staff will occur 
throughout these experiences.

Teaching & Learning Opportunities



What does writing look like in 
Nursery?

• ‘Mark making’ - children developing a concept of  themselves 

as writers. At this point the focus is off  forming letters correctly as they need 

to believe that they can write first and then staff  will work with you to support 

them to develop the marks to represent actual letters.

• Giving meaning to the marks they make

• Fine and gross motor movements  - developing

muscles and learning to refine movements through fun activities

• Practising their name

• Drawing inspiration from books



What does Maths look like in 
Nursery?

• Counting everything
• Comparing amounts
• Measuring 
• Recognising numbers
• Making shape pictures



What does Phonics look like in Nursery?

We use Letters and Sounds, Phase 1.
• Practical activities/games 
• Listening walks
• Making sounds with instruments and our bodies
• Rhyming 
• Alliteration (Silly soup)
• ‘Sound talk’ (c-a-t = cat)

As children are ready we explore 
initial sounds using ‘Jolly Phonics’ 
songs and ‘Read Write Inc.’ 
rhymes



Learning Journeys
Each child has their own Learning Journey which, at our 
school, is a book that the child, and you can enjoy looking 
through.
Learning Journeys are:
• a way of capturing your child’s experiences and learning 

at school and beyond. 
• a celebration of your child’s progress.
• a collection of photos, observations, quotes and 

examples of play and learning.
• enhanced by contributions from others 
e.g. parents/carers, childminders.

Learning journeys are available every day 
for you and your child to enjoy and add to.



Creating a partnership between Nursery and Home
• You will receive an overview of Dates for the Term at the 

beginning of the term - usually by the end of the first full week.
• You are welcome to join your child in the learning environment at 

the beginning and/or end of the session (once COVID-19 
guidance allows). 

• Contributing to Learning Journeys
• Learning Together Sessions (You will be invited to spend time learning with your child. 

These are very popular.)

• Share your skills/ interests with us
• Weekly Catch Up (This will be an email letting you know what learning your child will be doing so 

that you can support it at home).

• Open Evenings (Termly opportunity to meet talk to the teacher about your child’s progress. 
Please do not wait until Open Evening to talk to us though. We would rather deal with any queries or 
concerns straight away).

• Gift box (A small weekly contribution to a school charity which provides little presents if the child, 

or a close family member spends a night in hospital or if a family welcomes a new baby).

• School Trips
• Parent Governor (We will let you know when there is a vacancy)

• Parent/Volunteer Helpers
• Beddington Buddies (Parent Teacher Association) 



Learning at Home

• Sharing books- Nursery Library

• Weekly Catch-ups – with information about what 
your child is learning

• Class Bear will visit you for an overnight stay (There 
really is no need to plan any special activity. The bear is very happy to 
join you for a normal night).

• Maths challenges

• Show and Tell

• E-Learning

http://images.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=families+learning+together&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=K2EMJuUC0OwTqM&tbnid=W_g6NSJ33OaeXM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.whatworks.edu.au%2FdbAction.do%3Fcmd%3DdisplaySitePage1%26subcmd%3Dselect%26id%3D548&ei=kxyfU7PkLOq40QWMsYDoDw&bvm=bv.68911936,d.d2k&psig=AFQjCNHfUmWFbGz6wlBs1qQnlK-yI_jrTg&ust=1403022735542177
http://images.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=families+learning+together&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=K2EMJuUC0OwTqM&tbnid=W_g6NSJ33OaeXM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.whatworks.edu.au%2FdbAction.do%3Fcmd%3DdisplaySitePage1%26subcmd%3Dselect%26id%3D548&ei=kxyfU7PkLOq40QWMsYDoDw&bvm=bv.68911936,d.d2k&psig=AFQjCNHfUmWFbGz6wlBs1qQnlK-yI_jrTg&ust=1403022735542177


Things your child will need to be 
left at school…

• Sun hat/Winter hat

• Welly boots

• A light rain coat 

• A spare set of clothes 

in a draw-string bag – any

colour is fine.

• A pair of plimsolls 

Children in Nursery will not need a PE Kit as too much time is spent 

getting changed. The curriculum has been designed carefully to offer the 

same experiences without needing to change clothes.

Please name everything!

Draw-string bag



Things your child will need….

• A box of tissues 

• A large glue stick (white glue please) 

• A roll of sellotape

• A roll of masking tape

• A roll of plastic bags

These items do not need to be named. They will be 
shared and used within your child’s class. 



Uniform
Uniform Policy 
(https://www.beddingtoninfants.org.uk/parent-school/school-uniform/)

School Logo is not necessary

Blue and grey

White polo or formal shirt

Shoes/trainers suitable for climbing and running 
(preferably with velcro fastenings)

No jewellery (apart from stud earrings)

Please name everything!

https://www.beddingtoninfants.org.uk/parent-school/school-uniform/
https://www.beddingtoninfants.org.uk/parent-school/school-uniform/


Uniform

If you would like to buy uniform with the 
school logo it is available locally from 
Cladish in Wallington. It is also possible to 
order our uniform with the school 
logo from the online service yourschooluniform.com.

Children in the Nursery are welcome to wear jogging 
bottoms.

The children will take part in some messy learning. 
Most things will wash out however please do not 
worry if after washing, marks remain. 

http://www.yourschooluniform.com/


Book Bags should:
• be named

• be in school on your child’s reading day (we will tell 
you about this in September)

Your child is welcome to bring their book bag to 
school everyday if they would like to, you are welcome 
to borrow library books as often as suits you.

We will confirm in September if children will 

bring their book bags to school, current 

COVID-19 guidelines mean children have 

not been bringing them to school. 



We are a Healthy School!
• A healthy daily snack will be provided by the Dept. 

for Health (depending on guidance related to COVID-19 in September). 
• Packed lunch (Fox Cubs only as they stay all day). 

If your child is a Fox Cub please ensure that the lunch does not 
contain nuts (or nut related products such as peanut butter), 
sweets. Children do not bring a drink as water is provided for all 
children. or drinks please.

• Indoor/outdoor active learning every day.
• Birthdays - please do not send anything in to school. Staff and 

the children will make the day special for your child.

• Walking to School – we encourage everyone to 
walk/cycle/scoot to school. If you need to drive please drive 
part of the way and park in the car parks of Beddington Park.

http://images.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=healthy+schools&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=_E2R57TzIGL4OM&tbnid=SB0XMrlbxPojjM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fstmichaelscatholicprimary.co.uk%2F%3Fpage_id%3D1697&ei=wBqfU7OBD8qa1AXxhoGoBA&bvm=bv.68911936,d.d2k&psig=AFQjCNH4Lx6pjEzdzsnaCK_bl2l4hBZ4hw&ust=1403022391003894
http://images.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=healthy+schools&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=_E2R57TzIGL4OM&tbnid=SB0XMrlbxPojjM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fstmichaelscatholicprimary.co.uk%2F%3Fpage_id%3D1697&ei=wBqfU7OBD8qa1AXxhoGoBA&bvm=bv.68911936,d.d2k&psig=AFQjCNH4Lx6pjEzdzsnaCK_bl2l4hBZ4hw&ust=1403022391003894


• If your child becomes unwell during the school day we will phone

you to let you know. 

• There are Paediatric First Aiders in all Year Groups.

• If your child needs medicine during the school day we will ask 
you to complete a Medical Consent Form in advance.

• We will only administer antibiotics if they are required to be 
taken four times a day.

• We will not administer Calpol, or similar, unless it has been 
prescribed by a doctor.

• If your child has any allergies or medical needs please talk to 
your child’s class teacher.

• If your child has asthma you will be asked to complete a card 
giving staff details of treatment.

School Policy for Children who are 
Unwell



How to Prepare Your Child for 
Nursery

• Be positive, Nursery will be fun.

• Talk about school, class and staff. The Welcome 
Video and Social Story on the website under the 
Years tab will help this https://www.beddingtoninfants.org.uk/years/nursery-2/.

• Play listening and turn taking games.

• Encourage ‘mark making’.

• Help your child to become as independent as possible.

• Help your child to recognise his/her name.

• Count objects e.g. stairs, buses food, etc. 

• Go to the library, share books and  rhymes.



Visiting the class with your child/’Home’ Visit 

As we cannot carry out home visits this year we are inviting you and

your child to come and visit the new classroom. This will be an

opportunity for you, your child and school staff to get to know each

other and helps your child to become familiar with the staff. It is

also a useful time for you to ask any questions.

Each family will be sent an individual appointment. 

Please try to attend on the date and time you have been

allocated. If you really can’t attend please contact 

the school office as it may be possible to change 

a small number of appointments.

The Transition to Nursery



We will confirm the details below before the term starts 
when we know more about the situation with Covid-19.

• Visit to the new class for an hour with a small group of other 
families - you and your child will visit the Nursery for an hour 
before your child stays for a whole session the following day. 

• Settling in period – following the visit with you your child will 
stay for the whole session. Please be prepared to stay and settle 
your child. We will work  with you to support your child through 
this transition. 

The Transition to Nursery



The Transition to Nursery

Please share the social story 

regularly with your child before 

they start school – viewable on 

the school website under the 

Year tab

Please watch the class welcome 

video regularly with your child before 

they start school – viewable on the 

school website under the Year tab.

https://www.beddingtoninfants.org.uk/years/nursery-2/
https://www.beddingtoninfants.org.uk/years/nursery-2/


Learning is Fun!



Sutton Education Trust
www.suttoneducationtrust.com

Beddington Infants’ School is proud to be one of the founding members of the 

Sutton Education Trust.



We are looking forward to 
welcoming you and your child in 

September!
If you have any questions please email 

office@beddingtoninfants.org.uk

before Wednesday, 22nd July 

or after the 25th August.

mailto:office@beddingtoninfants.org.uk

